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Iranian women have fought their way 
into sports over the years and not 
allowed the clerical regime to eliminate 
�W�K�H�P���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���D�W�K�O�H�W�L�F���¿�H�O�G�V�����7�K�H�\��
even collect funds for themselves to 
be able to participate in international 
tournaments despite government’s 
policiy of refusing them support. 
However, women are still not allowed 
into stadiums. Here are some examples 
of violations of women’s rights in this 
�¿�H�O�G���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���S�D�V�W���\�H�D�U��

m Khamenei’s fatwa: “Women’s riding 
bicycle in public will attract men’s attention 
and exposes society to corruption. Therefore 
it must be abandoned.” (The state-run Fars 
news agency, September 10, 2016)

m Security forces prevented entry of female 
bicyclists to Torghabeh Shandiz because of 
their clothing. The town’s public prosecutor 
announced that the town would control and 
prevent entry of mal-veiled bicyclists.” Javad 
Shokri added, “I reiterate that mal-veiled 
bicyclists will be stopped and dealt with.” (The 
state-run Mehr news agency, June 23, 2016)

m State Security forces prevented women 
and girls from participating in the “Pure 
Tuesday” bicycle marathon. The event was 
held to promote a day without vehicles is 
support of a healthy environment. (July 27, 
2016)

m A 15-year-old football fan who intended 
to enter Azadi Stadium in boy’s clothes was 
arrested. (The state-run Varzesh3 website, 
May 13, 2016)

m Despite promises made by the Volleyball 
Federation of Iran, Iranian women were again 
not allowed to enter Azadi Stadium to watch 
the volleyball match between Iran and Serbia 
on July 1, 2016. 

m One of the most active women’s football 
teams called Malavan (Sailors) was dissolved. 
Sara Ghomi, the team’s captain, had 
criticized the club’s authorities in an interview. 
Subsequently, the club’s executive director, 
Rezai’yan announced that the team is going 
to be dissolved. (The state-run ISNA news 
agency, July 29, 2016)

DISCRIMINATION, 
RESTRICTIONS 
AGAINST WOMEN 
IN SPORTS

m The “Extra-Territorial Council” decided 
to cancel the Iranian women’s football game 
with Sweden. The teams were scheduled to 
play on October 9, 2016, in the stadium of 
Gothenburg. (The state-run Tabnak website, 
October 3, 2016)

m Nasser Pour-Ali Fard, President of the 
Iranian Body-Building Federation, announced 
that women are banned from participating in 
body-building tournaments. (The state-run 
Tasnim news agency, November 14, 2016)

m Seven-year-old girl was not allowed to 
enter the stadium. Security forces prevented 
a seven-year-old girl from entering Tehran’s 
Azadi Stadium to watch a football game 
along wither father. She had travelled all the 
way from Shabestar to watch an important 
competition between two of the country’s best 
teams, Esteghlal and Trakhtorsazi. (The state-
run Khabar Online news agency, December 
10, 2016) 
 

Above, the sign held up at Azadi stadium reads, 
“Let women enter the stadium.”
Below, the 7-year-old girl and her father from 
Shabestar who were not allowed to enter Tehran’s 
Azadi stadium.

Iranian women actively engage 
in different sports despite 
numerous obstacles.
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Women’s poverty is one of the most 
harrowing and shocking scenes in 
Iranian society. Lack of jobs and 
housing lead to poverty and destitution, 
causing disastrous situations where 
women are forced to sell their infants. 
The number of women who sleep in the 
streets on cardboard boxes has widely 
increased and most recently, women 
were found living in pre-dug cemetery 
graves. 
The age of prostitution has dropped 
to 16 and the average age of women 
who sleep in cardboard boxes in 
Tehran streets has dropped to 17. 
(Reza Jahangiri-fard, deputy for social 
services of Tehran’s Municipality, the 
state-run ILNA news agency, November 
5, 2013)
Some shocking examples which found 
their way to the press last year, follow:  

m At least 10,000 young women engage 
in prostitution out of poverty. 35% of them 
are married. 30% of them have high 
school education and higher; 50% have 
not completed high school; only a small 
percentage are illiterate. (Mowj news agency, 
June 11, 2016)

m Age of prostitution has dropped to 16, 
and age of addiction to 14 years in Iran. 
(Pathologist Majid Abhari, the state-run Fars 
news agency, May 3, 2016)

m Women who sleep in cardboard boxes in 
the streets rent their children 15,000 toumans 
($5) a day for begging or sell them for 2 
million toumans (approx. $670). (Farahnaz 
Rafe’ii, head  of the Red Crescent Volunteers 
Organization, Young Journalists Club, 
February 29, 2016)

m Currently 7 addicted children are born 
every day in Tehran. Some parents sell their 
children. Infants are sold between 2 to 25 
million toumans (approx. $670 - $8350). 
(Pathologist Majid Abhari, the state-run Fars 
news agency, May 3, 2016)

m ”Today, we witness sale of unborn infants 
in their mothers’ uterus and before they are 
born. We do not have the exact numbers 
of these infants, but their numbers is large 
enough to make news.” (Molaverdi, Rouhani’s 
deputy in Women and Family Affairs, the 
state-run ILNA news agency, June 22, 2016)

m Women’s addiction has exceeded the 
previous 4 per cent and reached 10 per cent. 
(Rabii, Rouhani’s Labor Minister, the state-run 
ILNA news agency, June 26, 2016)

m One of the ways for women to earn their 
living is resorting to the trash beans to find 
food leftovers. (Mousavi Chelek, deputy of 
Welfare Organization, the state-run ILNA news 
agency, October 8, 2016)

m The number of homeless women in 
Tehran has had a 100 per cent growth. 
(Fatemeh Daneshvar, member of Tehran’s 
City Council, the state-run Tasnim news 
agency, December 5, 2016)

m A woman by the name of Shahnaz lives 
in a grave along with her 18-year-old son 
and 16-year-old twins. (The state-run Tabnak 
website, December 27, 2016)

m Some 200 women including pregnant 
women, disabled women, elderly women, 
and child girls live in 100 tents in south 
Tehran in the severe cold. (Head of the Social 
Committee of Tehran’s City Council, the state-
run Mizan news agency, January 3, 2017) 
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