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Introduction 
The month of September witnessed imprisoned women rising up for their rights. They were 
placed under ever more pressure. They were deprived of minimum medical services and state 
agents prevented any urgent care for them. 
New statistics were published by the state-run press on the marriage of girl-children. An 
increasing number of educated women resorting to begging in the streets because of being 
deprived of employment in the job market as well as the increasing number of women 
sleeping in cardboard boxes in the streets, were among the headlines of news on dire situation 
of Iranian women in the month of September.   
Nevertheless, Iranian women did not acquiesce to such conditions. We could hear their voice 
in the teachers’ protest across the country, and especially in Tehran. 
 

Prison Conditions 
In September imprisoned women were placed under grueling pressure as they were deprived 
from necessary medical care. By such measures, security agents imposed more and more 
pressure on them.  

In the case of Sedigheh Moradi, a 55-year-old political prisoner, state agents 
refused to allow her transfer to a hospital despite her dire physical conditions. She 
is suffering from severely low blood pressure and is in dangerous conditions.  
Another case involved civil activist Narges Mohammadi. Her brother reported that 
she is suffering from various nervous and lung illnesses advancing at 

a high pace. Despite physicians’ recommendations, she continues to be 
deprived of necessary medical care. 

Zeinab Jalalian is another woman whose dire conditions inside prison made it into 
the headlines. This political prisoner has severe vision problem and needs surgery. 
Jalalian’s eyes have been seriously damaged under beatings and torture she has 
endured over the past 8 years. 

 
Basic Freedoms and Rights Abused 

September saw considerable increase in the number of marriages of girl-children, unemployed 
women, college graduates who were forced to earn their living by street peddling, and also the 
number of women sleeping in the streets. There were also shocking reports on the deaths of 

innocent women. 
On the marriage of girls under the legal age, Molaverdi, presidential 
deputy on Women and Family Affairs, stressed there have been distressful 
figures registered and published over the past couple of years on the 
marriage of girls before reaching the legal age. She said, “We even 

witnessed marriages of girls under 10 years of age.”  (State-run ISNA news agency – 
September 5, 2015)  
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In other news, general director of the census registration in Qazvin Province reported 
marriages of 920 girls under the age of 14, and one girl under the age of 10, in the past year. 

(State-run Tabnak website – September 19, 2015) 
As for unemployed women with college education, Mohammad Reza 
Ne’matzadeh, Minister of Industries, Mines and Trade, said that 
unemployment amongst women is twice as much as the country’s 
overall average. 30% of educated women are unemployed, that is 
three times the number of overall unemployment across the country. 

(State-run Mardomsalari daily – September 16, 2015) Tabnak website published a report on 
September 19, entitled, “Girls with bachelor’s degrees, peddling on the streets.” 
On August 28, the state-run Aria news agency raised alarm on the soaring numbers of women 
seen sleeping in cardboard boxes on the streets of Tehran. 
“It has been some time that we are seeing and hearing more about women sleeping in 
cardboard boxes. The issue gets more complicated when pregnant women are seen amongst 
them,” the report said.  
Two catastrophic incidents in September bespoke of violations of the most 
basic rights of women. 
The first case was that of a female beggar by the name of Fatemeh Nasseri 
who got arrested by the State Security Forces in the city of Birjand. She died 
in detention due to lack of medical treatment. (Aftab News – September 9, 
2015) 
In another case, a woman suffered miscarriage when state agents raided 
their residence in Khuzistan to arrest her husband, a civil activist.  
(NCRI Women's Committee – September 24, 2015) 
 

Women in Protest 
Iranian teachers, including a large number of women, staged nationwide protests in the month 
of September, including a major rally in Tehran outside the presidential office. They 
denounced apprehension of their colleagues, demanding their freedom; protested low wages, 
lack of insurance and past-due salaries from previous years. (NCRI Women's Committee – 
September 19, 2015) 
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