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Introduction 
The repressive laws imposed by the religious dictatorship ruling Iran were challenged even 
more by the Iranian people, particularly women in the month of December. As we are closing 
2014 and getting ready for 2015, the Iranian regime has proven to that it is not willing to abide 
by international humanitarian standards, hence stepping-up its violations of human rights, 
women are the first victims. The criminals ruling Iran have been using various methods to 
restrict Iranian women, forcing them to remain in their homes. A bill supporting agents of the 
“Headquarters to Promote Virtue and Prohibit Vice” was completed this month and 
Revolutionary Guards and paramilitary Basij forces were directly missioned to carry out duties 
of terrifying and warning people. The number of women executed has also significantly 
increased, this is while the Iranian regime has been condemned for the 61st time by the United 
Nations for its gross violations of human rights. Also, prison conditions for women have 
worsened and after two months following the horrific acid attacks and stabbings of women, 
no one has been found guilty yet, the case has been silenced by authorities while the victims 
have still not received any support.  
 

Systematic violations of the right to life 
Executions, arbitrary killings, deaths in custody, and death sentences 

 

Execution 
The Iranian regime continued its wave of crackdown against 
Iranian women since October. During the month of December at 
least six women were sent to the gallows. 
Eleven prisoners, including 43-year-old Akram Hosseini, were 
executed on the morning of December 2, 2014.  
Another woman by the name of Marzieh Ostovari was hanged 

along with three men in Orumieh Central Prison on the same day. 
On the morning of December 10, 2014, a woman by the initials of F. Gh. was executed in 
Ghazvin Central Prison. Ghazvin’s public and revolutionary prosecutor stressed, “It is of no 
importance that this measure is protested by some people. Carrying out execution sentences 
for drug related crimes is a sign of the judiciary’s resolution and power.”  
On December 16, 2014 a woman by the name of Nahid Ayathvand from a village nearby 
Orumieh was executed after enduring three years of imprisonment. She was arrested with her 
husband on drug-trafficking charges, but her husband was released on bail. 
 
 



 

   http://women.ncr-iran.org    NCRIWomen’sCommittee    @NCRI_Women_Comm 

December 2014 

 
A woman from the women’s ward in Tabriz Central Prison was hanged at dawn of December 
17, 2014. In these same days another young woman by the name of Nahid was executed 
Rajaie Shahr Prison of Karaj, according to the state-run Tabnak website. 
Five prisoners, including a woman, were also sent to the gallows in Zahedan Central Prison on 
the morning of December 27, 2014. 
 

Inhumane treatment and cruel punishments 
Amputation, flogging, torture and humiliation 

 
In late November and following the acid attacks against 
women, the mullahs’ paramilitary Basij force began a wave of 
stabbings against young girls, injuring 12 in the attacks. These 
measures also continued into December. On December 15, 
2014 masked motorcyclists splashed acid on a young woman’s 
face in Tehran and fled the scene immediately. On the same 
day, a motorcyclist stabbed a high-school girl in Tehran, 

creating a tense atmosphere in the school so that girls don’t dare walk home alone.  
 

Arbitrary arrests 
 

Political arrests 
Manizheh Sadeghi, a women and child’s rights activist was arrested at her 
home in Sanandaj by the Iranian regime’s plainclothes agents and she  
was taken to an unknown location along with her children. 
Nasrin Sotudeh, lawyer and human rights activists, 
was arrested and interrogated for some hours on 

International Human Rights Day. 
 

                       Prison 
Prison conditions 

Female political prisoners were continuously placed under psychological 
and physical torture along with illegal measures by the Iranian regime’s 
authorities. Women’s rights activist Yalda Pazhuhesh, arrested on 
November 21 after the mullahs’ intelligence agents raided her home and 
arrested her by force, remained in limbo for at least ten days and her 
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family was not able to determine her location. 
Atena Daemi, a 26-year-old social and anti-child labor activist, who was arrested on October 
11, 2014, is held in critical physical and psychological conditions in the Revolutionary Guards’ 
solitary confinements. In her last phone call, she threatened to launch a hunger strike if her 
situation remained undetermined. 

Mrs. Hakimeh Shokri, one of the Mothers of Laleh Park (Mourning 
Mothers) – a group of Iranian women whose spouses or children were 
killed by government agents and held protests in Laleh Park in Tehran 
demanding accountability for the deaths, arrests and disappearances of 
their children – was first arrested two years ago. She has been exiled now 
to Qarchak Varamin Prison after protesting the 
appalling conditions of female inmates. 

Political prisoner Reyhaneh Haj Ibrahim, detained in Tehran’s notorious 
Evin Prison, has been suffering from nerve pains in her back and leg, along 
with internal stomach bleeding. Prison agents are preventing her medical 

care and treatment.  
Political prisoner Mrs. Motahhareh Bahrami, 
Reyhaneh’s mother-in-law, is held in this same prison 
and is currently suffering from extended rheumatoid arthritis throughout 
her body, which has seriously limited her movement. 
 

 
Basic freedom and rights abused 

The regime’s elements once again proved that women’s rights mean nothing to them and they 
will never recognize any rights for women. Mullah Ahmad Alam al-Hoda, 
Friday prayers leader in Mashhad said, “What burns out the roots of 
Islam is not hunger but improper veiling. There is nothing more important 
than hijab.” 
Mullah Hosseini Bushehri, Khamenei’s Friday prayers leader in Qom 

called on the regime’s plainclothes agents to act against so-called mal-veiling and said, “You 
must rise to your duty since you have the power.” 

In line with the regime’s reactionary efforts to force women into their 
homes, on December 2, 2014 mullah Gheraati said once again, “I believe 
girls must marry in their high school years. Boys and girls must be 
separated in universities.” 
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Mohammad Massoud Zahedian, head of the ‘moral security’ police said women wearing hats 
is a sign of improper hijab. 
Zahra Karimi, a faculty member at Mazandar University said, “From 2006 
and 2007 the number of women entering universities has significantly 
increased in comparison to men. However, this increase is not reflected in 

the job market.” The Iranian regime’s Statistics Center also reported that only 10% of the 
country’s women have jobs outside their homes. The participation of women in the work force 
was 17% before 2005, showing a 7% decrease. Gholam-Hossein Falahati, head of the Islamic 
Labor Council in Gilan Province (northern Iran) said, “Despite the fact that nearly 60% of 
farming is carried out by women, however, they do not get social support.” 
Many Iranian women are becoming homeless and drug addiction is on the rise. Maryam 
Jamshidi, an official in Mazandaran Province (northern Iran) said, “There are more than 5,000 
women drug addicts in this province; 60% of them are educated and they are generally 
between the ages of 13 to 30.” 
 

The number of victims to the regime’s misogynist policies 
increases on a daily basis. The blood-money for girls suffering 
serious wounds in the Shin Abad school fire, have not been paid 
despite numerous protests and follow-ups. The schoolgirls are 
still suffering from their burns to this very day. 
 
Soheila Jorkesh, a victim of the acid attacks in the city of Isfahan, 
is currently in very dire psychological and physical conditions. No 
results have been gained despite 8 surgeries on her left eye. 
Moreover, the burn dress prescribed by hospital physicians for 
her has not been provided. 
 

 
Religious and ethnic minorities  

The Iranian regime increased its crackdown against religious minorities in the 
month of December. Christian families were prohibited to carry out their 
Christmas celebrations and private churches step-up in homes, were raided. 
Mahtab Afshari, a teacher of theosophy was arrested on November 28, 2014 
where she held her classes.  
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On December 5, 2014, five other theosophy teachers were arrested in their classrooms in Kish 
Island. Amongst those arrested were three women.  

Mrs. Akram Moheb Sabet, a Christian woman was arrested 
by agents of the Ministry of Intelligence after raiding her 
house in Isfahan’s Shahinshahr district on December 7, 2014. 
Her young children are still deprived of seeing their mother 
two weeks after her arrest. 
 

Two Bahai citizens, Nushin Misaghi and Soheila Aghdasi, were arrested in their 
homes on 29 November. Prior to this, they had been condemned to 6 months 
imprisonment on charges of propaganda against the state. 
On 10 December three other Baha’i citizens, including two women, were sent 
to jail in Orumieh. Mrs. Farahnaz Moghadam, previously condemned to 3 
years behind bars on charges of “promoting the Baha’i religion” and 

“propaganda against the establishment”.  
 

Discrimination against women 
The World Economic Forum issued its 2014 report on gender discrimination across the globe. 
In this report Iran is ranked 137th from 142 countries, meaning sixth from last. 
A look at previous rankings shows the conditions of Iranian women has deteriorated. In 2013 
Iran was ranked 130th. In 2012, 2011 and 2010 Iran was ranked 127th, 125th and 123rd, 
respectively. In line with this trend Iran was ranked 108th in 2006. 
This discrimination starts from children’s class books and continues into college and all other 

social affairs. The gender segregation, imposed in 2013 in 
Isfahan’s Dowlat Abad University, continues to expand to 
appoint that even the campus is separatred by fences. 
Javadi Amoli, a mullah of the 

misogynist regime said, “Women receiving medals is not a pride 
for us. The role of women is to bring peace into our homes,” he 
said. 
Of course remaining inside their homes doesn’t mean the 
mullahs will even respect women’s rights inside their homes. 
Abbas Sheikh al-Islami, dean of Mashhad’s Azad University said, 
“In Iran, out of 180 cases of violence against women, 128 are closed as plaintiff withdraws 
their complaints. Women victimized by their husbands or families either refuse to file a 
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complaint or withdraw their cases during the course of the process due to secondary reasons. 
Penal laws do not resolve the problems of Iranian women.” 
 

Women protests 
The Iranian regime has seen very well that as long as it continues to 
increase its crackdown on women, they actually become more courageous 
and active than ever.  
Atena Faraghdani is a child’s rights activist who was detained in late 
August and temporary released after launching a dry hunger strike and 
paying a heavy bail. She wrote in her Facebook page, “36 years have 
passed, with all that has occurred in the prisons…and we must not be 

afraid to pay the price.” 
Mrs. Shole Pakravan is the mother of Reyhaneh Jabbari, the young 
woman who defended herself against an agent of the Ministry of 
Intelligence who attempted to rape her but was hanged.  Mrs. 
Pakravan writes, “From now on, it is me against Reyhaneh’s 
enemies. I am a soldier who is preparing her pen instead of a sword. 
Whoever doesn’t like it should never get in my way. My beautiful 
Reyhaneh, I will give your writings to the winds, to spread like seeds; 

a tree with fruits of justice and humanity. They may have murdered you, but always remember 
that there are many who are leaning on you to rise one day.”  
In many cases young woman bravely stand up to the bullying of ‘Guidance’ patrols and most of 
them enjoy the support of bystanders. 

December 7, 2014 is the national day of university 
students in Iran and is considered a symbol of students’ 
struggle. The day was marked with protests and 
gatherings as students bravely protested oppressive 
actions of the Iranian regime, including the violation of 
women’s rights. Students raised placards written “Name 
the acid attack suspects” and “Death to acid attackers”.  
Following the transfer of political 
prisoner Mrs. Hakimeh Shokri’s to 

Qarchak Varamin Prison last week, the “Mothers of Laleh Park” (Mourning 
Mothers) addressed a letter to Ahmad Shaheed, UN Special Rapporteur 
on Human Rights in Iran ordering her immediate release and courageously 
defended her. The vowed to stand with her until she is released. 


