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Introduction 

In the month of January Iranian women have yet again 
proved to be symbols of sacrifice and perseverance to the 
very end against the inhumane mullahs’ ruling Iran. 
Mahin Afzali, 64 was a senior PMOI official living in 
Camp Liberty with 36 years of resistance. She died of a 
heart attack on the morning of January 13, 2015 as a 
result of the medical siege imposed by elements of the 

Iranian regime in Camp Liberty in Iraq. She is the 23rd resident to have died as a result of the inhumane 
medical siege. 
We honor her struggle and determination and dedicate this monthly report to all Iranian women who have 
not and will not succumb to the cruelty and inequality imposed by the misogynist mullahs’ regime. 

 
Systematic violations of the right to life 

Executions, arbitrary killings, deaths in custody, and death sentences 
Execution 
The killing machine of the Iranian regime’s devious so-called “moderate president” Rouhani continues. 
The total number of people executed in 2014 (announced and unannounced) have reached 800, almost 
30 of which were women. 
Four women were hanged on drug-related charges in the courtyard of Bam prison on December 25, 
2014.  
 
Death sentence 
Soghra Najafpour was sent to prison at the age of 13 and spent 25 years of her life in the 
inhumane prisons of the mullahs’. She was only released at the age of 38, pardoned after 
the murdered victim’s father passed away.  
 

Inhumane treatment and cruel punishments 
Amputation, flogging, torture and humiliation 

The mullahs’ regime has not yet charged even one individual regarding last 
October’s acid attacks. The acid attack victims have been left to deal with 
their tremendous problems after officials quickly put an end to the case. 
Soheila Jorkesh’s brother said, “During the first days, the president, the 
minister of Health, the president’s advisor and the deputy minister, all visited 
Soheila one after another. One gave promises and the other confirmed. Now, 
there is neither any sign of them nor their promises.  Soheila currently has no 

sight and has become exhausted and impatient.”   
 

Arbitrary arrests 
Political arrests 
The dictatorship ruling Iran has in the past month increased its focus to crackdown and apprehend 
political and social activists under the pretext to prevent popular protests.  
Three Kurdish women in Tehran University, Shilan and Kowsar Rahmanipour from Bukan, and Chanur 
Abbasi from Sanandaj were arrested in Tehran. Ministry of Intelligence agents stormed into their 
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residence, arrested and transferred them to an unknown location.  These women were active in 
defending the rights of female Kurdish political prisoners.  

Atena Faraghdani, summoned on 10 January to the Iranian regime’s revolution court 
to respond to charges of “propaganda against the establishment”, “actions against 
national security” and “insulting MPs through her artwork”, was literally beaten 
before her parents’ eyes and transferred to Qarchak Varamin Prison. 
She continues to suffer from medical problems after two months in jail and was 
under medical care for illnesses such as blood infection and an injury in her left arm. 
In a phone call with her family she informed them of her imminent hunger strike. 
Iranian filmmaker Tahmineh Milani was to appear in the Culture and Media Court for 
publication of a screenplay named “Shahrzad, a woman of 1,001 nights”. This 
screenplay is the epic story of a woman who resorts to wisdom, understanding and 
art to fight violence and bloodshed. 
The Iranian Regime’s Guards Corps (IRGC) Intelligence agents arrested a number of 
women’s rights activists in Tehran on 19 January and summoned others or 

threatened them in a bid to prevent protests related to recent acid attacks. 
 
Social arrests 
Any form of personal and social freedoms are prohibited by the Iranian regime as their pillars tremble in 
fear of protest by the Iranian people. State agents are assigned to ensure that the regime’s laws are 
carried out across the country and as a result, many are arrested and harassed under the pretext of 
improper veiling and not respecting the mullahs’ inhumane and so-called Islamic laws. 

On 15 January Basij intelligence forces in Mashhad raided a party and 
arrested 84 people, including 35 women.   
Twenty young boys and girls were arrested at a party in the city of Amol 
in northern Iran on January 15, 2015. 
On 18 January, repressive agents of the ‘Promoting Virtue and 
Prohibiting Vice’ unit in Tehran attacked and arrested three girls under 
the mullahs’-fabricated pretext of improper veiling. The girls resisted and 

protested the arrest. 
On 19 January, a wedding party held in Shiraz turned into a clash when agents criticized the partiers by 
stating men and women must be separated by a curtain and no music is allowed to be played after 10 
pm. A large number of the guests were arrested. 
 

Prison 
Prison conditions 

Inhumane pressures imposed on defenseless women will continue until the very last 
day of the regime’s rule. 
Kurdish political prisoner Maryam Moghadasi who is imprisoned in Evin Prison has 
been transferred to a hospital due to acute kidney illness.  She had gone on a hunger 
strike for a few months protesting dire prison conditions and the indifference of prison 
officials regarding her illness. 
Civil activist Atena Daemi, has been under pressure in solitary confinement, to confess 
having connections with Mr. Ahmed Shaheed, the UN Special Rapporteur on Human 
Rights in Iran.  
She was told by the Iranian regime’s judge that she would be sent to the notorious 
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Qarchak Varamin Prison unless she accepts the charges. Ms. Daemi is suffering from dermatological 
problems as a result of the unsanitary prison conditions and a lack of sunlight.  

Hakimeh Shokri’s sister Zahra, who was suddenly transferred to Qarchak Varamin 
Prison a month ago while her prison is term coming to an end, says, “Hakimeh is being 
kept in the worst conditions along with drug criminals and murderers. She is a political 
prisoner suffering from an eye illness and has requested to be sent to a more adequate 
ward, which has been turned down.” 
Nahid Gorji, detained by security forces on October 11, 2014 for her cyber activities 
on Facebook, has been banned from visits and phone calls. 
Judiciary officials have announced a bail of 4 billion Rials (about $115,000) for her 
release however, she is not able to pay such money and has been forced to remain in 
prison.  
Kurdish political prisoner Zeynab Jalalian has been transferred from the women’s 
ward in Kermanshah Prison to the Khoy Central Prison that lacks a ward for political 
prisoners. She has been imprisoned since 2007 and placed under intense pressure by 
the repressive prison officials. She is suffering from an eye illness and has time and 
again gone on hunger strike protesting being deprived of medical care. 
Reyhaneh Haj Ibrahim, a political prisoner and relative of Camp Liberty residents in 
Iraq, has been imprisoned since 2009 and has been suffering from nerve pains in the 
back and leg, along with internal abdomen bleeding. However, intelligence agents 
have banned all medical care for her. 
One of the most notorious prisons where women are held in Iran is Qarchak Varamin 
Prison. Regime officials are using this facility with its inhuman conditions, where 

dangerous criminals are held, as an exile point and a place to punish women political prisoners.  
Atena Faraghdani, detained in a notorious prison, described the horrific conditions 
inside this prison in a phone call on Jan 17, 2015.  According to Atena, “82 prisoners 
are held in a small area and have to share one shower and four toilets. Hot water is 
cut off after 9 am every day, forcing prisoners to take showers with cold water in 
winter. These women are suffering from numerous illnesses. The only source of 
information from the outside world is from the state-run Eteleat daily, which doesn’t 

publish much news due to intense censorship. Prisoners are deprived of all their rights and many are 
held in limbo in this facility for up to 18 months.” 
Also, even further inhumane pressure has been imposed against female political 
prisoners. During the past week Evin Prison authorities removed meat and 
breakfast from the food program. This is while most of the prisoners of this 
ward are suffering from various illnesses. 
 

Basic freedom and rights abused 
The mullahs’ religious leaders in mosques and state mullahs have recently launched an unprecedented 
campaign demanding stricter measures to implement hijab regulations. Considering the mullahs’ 
remarks about hijab leading to the wave of acid attacks last October, this can be viewed as preparations 
for a new wave of crackdown against women.  

Ahmad Najmipour, Sarayan Friday prayer leader said, “Today our enemies are 
encouraging improper hijab to taint the image of the supreme leader in the society. If 
women maintain their hijab it will lead to more security for the people.” 
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Mohammad Dastjerdi, the mullahs’ Friday prayer leader in Rudsar said, “There are a 
wave of attacks against Iran’s sanctities on the issue of hijab.” 
Akbar Afshar-manesh, Kahnuj Friday prayer leader said, “One of the most devious 
conspiracies carried out by enemies of Islam in modern history has been against hijab.” 
Movahedi Kermani, Tehran’s interim Friday prayer leader said, “When the sin has 
become clear, everyone is responsible and they will be held accountable. The fact that 
they say the youth must be free is wrong, because such beliefs are very destructive.” 
He added, “Why is there so much improper veiling in the society. Some women are 
deliberately waging war against the revolution, insulting it, this is the jihad against the 

enemy.” 
 
Mullahs’ officials even provide substantial awards for the crackdown on women.  
Mehdi Hashemian, deputy chief of the Department of Prohibiting Virtue and Prohibiting Vice, said in a 
meeting, “Active employees and entities promoting virtue and prohibiting vice are to be substantially 
and spiritually awarded.” 
 

The result of this reactionary culture in various families is increasing pressure 
on girls. In a village in southeast Tehran, a little girl is literally imprisoned in a 
small mud-house that only has a door and a small window. Her father and two 
brothers lock her in the house every day before leaving the house to prevent 
her from contacting others. 
“My father says I am lucky to be in the house and that I don’t have to go out 
and work, and I should be happy,” this girl says.  
 
 

Social violence has easily spread in a country where state sponsored violence against women has 
become law.  
Sarwa, a 19-year old Kurdish woman form the city of Dehgolan is in critical conditions and struggling for 
her life after being attacked by her brother. Sarwa’s brother attempted to behead her. She had fled 
home due to differences and family disputes.   
Masumeh Karaj Ghorbani, 50, was victim to her ex-husband’s acid attack on January 9, 2015. 
 
In the midst of all this, innocent little girls are victims and defenseless.  
Under a footnote of article 27 of the law supporting children without parents or bad parents, marriage 
between guardians and their children is allowed under court permission. 
By taking advantage of this law and proposing marriages with step children, the regime’s welfare 
officials are refusing to accept these defenseless children in their facilities and are not providing them 
any care. 
 
The Iranian regime officially considers 9 as the age of puberty for girls. 
Each year the Iranian regime gathers a group of schoolgirls in this age 
range to participate in a ‘ceremony’ to show that the innocent girls are 
not only forced to give in to the regime’s misogynist laws - such as 
mandatory hijab and other restrictions – in fact they must be ready for 
fixed marriages and having their fates decided for. 

On this ceremony held on January 7, 2015, Taghi 
Abu Talebi Ahmadi, deputy of Training and 
Culture in Tehran’s Department of Education said “To stabilize the age of passing 
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from childhood to becoming a youth, such a ceremony is necessary in order to launch new duties.” 
Such heartbreaking fates have even more horrific results. Asghar Jahangir, head of the regime’s Prisons 
Organization stated, “Half of the prisoners across the country are behind bars for drug-related charges, 
54%of which are women.” 
 

Violation of religious and ethnic minorities’ rights 
Given the medieval nature of the mullahs’ regime, the violation of religious and ethnic 
rights of minorities’ will never stop.  
Nora Mosamma, a computer-engineering student of Mazandaran University was 
deprived of education after finishing one term.  
Baha’i prisoner Faran Hesami wrote in a letter to her 
father, “30 years ago you were in prison and now I am. I 

just hope that in 30 years my child will not be in prison….” 
 
The advisor of youth affairs in Iran’s Central Province said, “Currently the 
number of educated women is more than men, but only 11% of women are in the job market.” 

The mullahs’ suppressive bodies cancelled women’s concerts or forced them 
to perform without the female singers and artists. One of the artists said, 
“I’m 31-years-old and have been involved in music for 20 years.  Why do you 
show your disapproval but just shaking your head when I’m eliminated? 
Does having honor mean to simply to keep silent when something wrong 
occurs in front of your eyes, you just pass by silently? If you keep silent like 
this, you will perish. We will both perish.” 

 
Women protests 

Despite the crackdown, Iranian women have never lost the bravery to say no to coercion by this 
regime’s reactionary elements. On 3 January, a mullah commented on a young girl’s clothing while she 
was exchanging money outside Tehran’s Parsian Bank. The young girl struck a hard blow to the mullah’s 
chest, throwing him aside and telling him that girls’ clothing is none of the mullahs’ business.  
On 4 January, a few young girls were harassed by two Basij forces. They defended themselves and 
gained support of bystanders, causing the Basij forces to flee the scene.  
 
Family members of a young woman sentenced to death rallied outside the courthouse in Karaj’s Fardis 
area on the morning of 19 January, protesting the death sentence issued for their daughter.  
Repressive state forces intervened by insulting and intending to disperse the family members. This 
resulted in creating even more anger amongst protesters, leading to a scuffle. Security forces finally 
arrested the mother and brother of the woman on death row. 


