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Introduction 
In the month of February, fearing popular uprisings and the spread of revelations by the Iranian Resistance at 
the international level, the misogynist mullahs’ regime has resorted to remaining low-key in its war against 
Iranian women. This month, we witnessed less reports of flagrant measures such as executions, acid attacks 
and barbarity against women published in the regime’s media. However, the crackdown of women reached a 
point where in many cases, strong quarrels within the regime’s own state entities, stepped-up.  
 

Inhumane Treatment and Cruel Punishments 
Amputation, Flogging, Torture and Humiliation 

The mullahs ruling Iran remain unable to even stage kangaroo trials for criminals behind last October’s acid 
attacks. Regime officials, who actually paved the path for such crimes against women by adopting a bill in the 
parliament named “promoting virtue and prohibiting vice”, are now resorting to contradictory remarks.  
Hossein Zolfaqari, State Security Forces (SSF) Chief in Isfahan province said on 2 February, “The person behind 
the attacks has not been arrested and the information on him is still not conclusive.”  

 
Arbitrary Arrests 

Political Arrests 
Summoning and political arrests continued during the past month. 
The Ministry of Intelligence’s (MOIS) summoned and threatened to arrest Shiva 
Dadashzadeh on February 8, 2015 for asking questions and following up on the 
“reason and whereabouts” of her detained husband. 
 
 

 
Social Arrests 
Social arrests under the pretext of hijab (improper veiling) and women mixing with men 
continued this month. 
The Revolutionary Guards Intelligence forces in Tehran arrested 22 girls and 24 boys 
dancing at a night party.  (State-run Karaj Rasa website – January 31, 2015) 
 

Prison 
Prison Conditions 
 The misogynist regime places women prisoners under very dire conditions.  

 
Ms. Rehyaneh Haj Ibrahim, a political prisoner has been 
prohibited her from going to medical centers for the past three 
years. She is suffering from internal bleeding and nerve pains in 
the back and legs. (NCRI Women’s Committee – February 6, 2015) 
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Many female political prisoners are sent to Qarchak Varamin Prison as means of punishment. 
According to eyewitnesses, Qarchak Prison lacks minimum hygienic and recreational facilities.  
The prison is in fact just a large silo with a high ceiling. More than 2,000 women are held in this prison in the 
winter cold and summer heat. 
Dangerous criminals are not separated from political prisoners. Every 80 prisoners have just one small 
refrigerator. The prisoners’ potable and bathing water is salty and they are forced to purchase mineral water.  
Social activist Atena Faraghdani, sent to this prison as punishment without due process, went on hunger strike 
as of 9 February and has only been drinking water.  
She has described the reasons for her hunger strike as: 
1. The inhumane conditions for female prisoners in Qarchak Varamin. 
2. Transferring political to Qarchak Varamin Prison. 
3. To protest her own illegal transfer to Qarchak Varamin.  
 
Two female political prisoners are facing serious eye problems after being deprived of access to medical 
services. 

Kurdish political prisoner Zeinab Jalalian, remains deprived of any leave or 
family visits. She is suffering from pterygium in her eye that has considerably 
dimmed her vision.   
Social activist Hakimeh Shokri is on the verge of losing her eyesight. 
Prison officials, while preventing her treatment, are even depriving her of 
medications, saying “we are faced with a shortage of medicine!” This is while 
her family had taken some medicine to prison to relieve her pain and handed 

it over to prison officials. 
 
Prison Sentences 

Masoumeh Zia is a theosophy activist detained during protest gatherings outside of the 
regime’s revolution courts. The mullahs’ judiciary condemned Ms. Zia to one year 
prison and 74 lashes on charges of disrupting public order for participating in illegal 
rallies, in a court hearing on February 7, 2014 in Tehran. 

 
 

Basic Freedom and Rights Abused 
By depriving women of their individual and social rights, the mullahs’ regime is literally ruining their lives. Only 
one issue is important for the regime: preventing uprisings. The mullahs’ parliament recently adopted a bill 
describing any kind of resistance against agents of “promoting virtue and prohibiting vice” as a crime. 
Based on this bill, creating any obstacle or disturbance in these measures is considered a crime and in addition 
to the punishments defined, it will also lead to imprisonment and a financial fines.  (State-run ISNA news agency 
– February 3, 2015)     
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The regime officials’ insistence on veiling is only one method of marginalizing women.  

The temporary Friday prayer leader in Tehran said, “SSF must act against 
hoodlums. Plainclothes agents should be present with Guidance Police to arrest 
and send to prison anyone who intends to attack them.” (State-run Mehr news 
agency – February 1, 2015) 
 
The state-run ‘Farhang News’ wrote on 10 February, “The freedom to choose 

one’s clothing is against the law in Iran.” 
“Based on article 102 of the Criminal Law, any individual that 
permits forbidden measures in public will be convicted to 74 lashes 
in addition to their punishment.” (Forbidden measures means not 
abiding by the mullahs’ dress code).  
Naturally from the mullahs’ point of view any education and 
employment for women is not only of no importance, but also 
obtrusive. 

Based on a report from Iran’s statistics center, the unemployment rate of 
young women reached over 50% last summer.  The unemployment rate of 
women is 4 times greater than the country’s overall unemployment rate. (State-
run IRNA news agency – February 2, 2015) 
These conditions are the reasons behind the dark fate of many Iranian women. 

State-run IRNA news agency issued a 
report on the rising number of street 
women, stating, “They are not very old at all, ranging from 15 to 20. 
They call them sexual workers. They are called criminals, while the 
true criminals are the customers that lure them to this work. The 
prices of one night begins from 500,000 rials and in some cases 
increases up to 1.2 and 1.5 million rials. In some cases those involved 
in such activities are less than 14 or 15 years of age. Researchers 
believe poverty and social inequality are elements that fuel this 
problem. Various experts believe the most important reason behind 

the phenomenon of street women is the status of women’s employment.” (State-run IRNA news agency – 
February 3, 2015)  

Mashallah Sadeghi, head of the Anti-Drugs Coordination Council in Khorasan 
Province, said that 130,000 people of this province are drug addicts and 
13,000 of them are women. According to these figures, there are around 300 
“dangerous” (as described by this official) homeless women in this province 
that have no family at all.  
(State-run ISNA news agency – February 3, 2015) 
 
 



 

   http://women.ncr-iran.org    NCRIWomen’sCommittee    @NCRI_Women_Comm 

February 2015 

 
In such a hellhole that the mullahs’ regime has prepared for Iranian women, in the past month alone at least 6 
women were set ablaze in Kurdish regions. 
 
State-run Mehr news agency reported the reinstitution of mandatory 
veiling (hijab) regulations for female students in Iran. 
Head of the Reyhaneh al-Nabi Institution in Qom said the hijab plan will 
be carried out for 17,700 students across the country, the report reads. 
“This center has influence in many cities for families that do not abide by 
hijab regulations and we are providing for their children,” the head of the 
institution said. (State-run Mehr news agency – February 10, 2015) 
500 third-grade schoolgirls in Damghan were forced to listen to the 
mullahs’ misogynist laws. 

Mahmoud Torabi, the city’s Friday prayer leader told a group of girls 
between the ages of 8 and 9 that, “When girls reach the age of 
puberty, they must respect the laws of chastity and hijab regulations 
even more than before. If they respond to their religious obligations 
and their duties once they have reached the age of puberty, they will 
never give in to their temptations.” (State-run Mehr news agency – 
February 16, 2015) 
A member of the Iranian regime’s Office of Women Scientific 
Research and Studies shed more light on the mullahs’ views on 

women and said, “I am insisting that girls marry at a young age, which is also the best age for pregnancy.” 
(State-run Daneshju news agency – January 31, 2015) 

The result is crystal clear. The head of Iran’s Social Aid Workers Association said, “From March to December 
2014, 12 percent of divorcee women were under the age of 20.” (State-run ISNA news agency – February 18, 2015) 

 
Religious and Ethnic Minorities  

Human rights violations against followers of the Baha’i faith continued intensely this month. 
Two Baha’i women and their two ill infants are denied medical leave 
and treatment   
Farah Baghi, a Baha’i citizen from Yazd, was arrested 
in her home and transferred to Yazd central prison 
to serve her one-year jail term. 
On 16 February, agents of the Ministry of 

Intelligence (MOIS) referred to a Baha’i religious ceremony in Tehran and after five hours of 
search and interrogation, arrested two Baha’i citizens by the names of Mona Mehrabi and 
Elham Karam Bakhsh.  
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During the past two days security agents have raided the homes of Baha’i citizens in Tehran and Isfahan, 
arresting 14 residents after completely searching their buildings. One of the women arrested was pregnant. 
 

Discrimination against women 
Inequality amongst men and women in Iran has become institutionalized to such an extent that even the 
regime’s own female officials are not embarrassed to discuss it. 
A member of the Iranian regime’s Office of Women Research said, “Nearly 80% of the women are housewives 
in our country. We place the family’s economic issues in the hands of the men, so naturally such a thing as 
‘employment equality for men and women’ would be wrong.”  
(State-run Daneshju news agency – January 31, 2015) 
Haddad Adel, a member of the Iranian regime’s parliament from Tehran suggested to 
include household activities as a college course in all-girls universities. (State-run Mehr 
news agency – February 16, 2015) 
 
The mullahs’ fiasco over women singers and artists reached a climax this month. 

Mohammad Ali Alavi Gorgani, a mullah of the Iranian regime, 
said, “Women in this country must not be allowed to sing or become lead singers.” 
(State-run Tabnak website– January 31, 2015)  
The Iranian regime’s Assembly of Experts secretariat chief, Mullah Yazdi said, “Without 
a doubt, women singing solos are forbidden.” (State-run Entekhab website – February 10, 
2015) 
Another cleric (Gorgani) also declared, “Women in this country should not be allowed 
to sing.” (State-run Asr-e Iran daily – February 2, 2015) 
Samira Ahmadi, an official of the mullahs’ Basij force for students repeated all the 
mayhem raised by the regime’s Friday prayer leaders in opposition to women singing 
solos and said, “Why should women be allowed to sing in an Islamic country when their 
main mission is to raise children?” (State-run Fars news agency – February 2, 2015) 
Fahimeh Nourfardi, caretaker and singer of the Parsia 

group says, “Many women are practicing and working hard, yet in the end if they 
perform they have no permission to film, voice-record or take any still images of 
their work.” (State-run ILNA news agency – February 12, 2015) 

Singer Pari Maleki was banned from 
performing on the night of the event. 
Arjmand, head of the Fajr music festival, on an album recently 
published with a female singer performing said, “The piece was 
changed six times until the female singer’s voice was literally 
dissolved and made unclear.” (State-run ISNA news agency – February 
16, 2015) 
The microphones of female singers were cut off in a student concert.   
“We heard about the issue from those attending the concert, and 
realized that their voices were only broadcasted from the 
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loudspeakers on the stage,” said orchestra leader Amin Salemi. (NCRI Women's Committee – February 19, 2015) 
 

Women Protests 
Despite this climate of crackdown, Iranian women are standing firm against the regime’s Basij involved in 
“promoting virtue and prohibiting vice” and led the protests in all rallies. Pioneering this role were the women 
detained in Camp Liberty. 

More than 100 family members of those laid to rest in Camp Ashraf’s 
cemetery, near Baghdad, Iraq rallied to protest against the destruction of the 
cemetery by Iraqi forces. 
The mother of a slain resident said, “The Deputy SRSG wrote to Camp Liberty 
residents on December 7, 2012 in response to their representative’s protest 
that, desecration of graves is unacceptable and if anything like that happens, 
we will raise our voice. I trust that the Iraqi authorities…will respect the 

sanctity of the graves of your fallen ones...” The mother added, “Yet none of them have raised their voices.” 
(NCRI Women’s Committee – February 3, 2015) 

The Iranian regime’s security forces called on protesters 
rallying outside the Bar Association in 1 February, to leave 
the area. The crowd had gathered in support of human rights 
lawyer Nasrin Sotudeh. 
Ms. Sotudeh said, “I am responsible for this protest.  Have 
nothing to do with my friends. We are here because 
lawlessness has been replaced by the law. Do whatever 
you’ve been ordered to do. We are not afraid of you nor your 
superiors.” The protesters said that they would continue to 

rally, even if the price is to be killed. (NCRI Women’s Committee – February 2, 2015)  

A large group of people in Khuzestan staged a rally on Tuesday outside the regime’s 
provincial administrative office in Ahvaz, demanding serious action by officials 
regarding the recent dust storms. 
In this rally a large number of women and children took part and held posters 
criticizing the inaction of regime officials.  
(State-run Asr-e Iran daily – February 10, 2015) 


