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From Australia to Jordan and from Berlin to Ethiopia events took place in all corners of the globe to 
commemorate the 20th anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (Beijing + 20). While 
there has been an immense amount of progress in the last two decades there are still many horizons which 
need to be reached.  
If we look at the headlines and the atrocities being committed around the world it may seem a bad time to 
celebrate equality for women. But alongside the stories of extraordinary barbarism and violence lies another 
reality, one where more women are in leadership positions, and where women are increasingly standing up, 
speaking out and demanding action. 
In September 1995, at the fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing, a motto arose, “Women’s rights 
are human rights”, now twenty years later, more and more this motto is turning into a reality but also serves 
On 7 March 2015, an international conference was held in Berlin with the presence of tens of thousands of 
people from 40 different countries to draw attention to the plight of women and the role they serve in 
combating fundamentalism and promoting tolerance and equality. 
 

 
 
The conference was addressed by Mrs. Maryam Rajavi, President-elect of the Iranian resistance as well as  
prominent figures such as the former female Prime Ministers of Canada and Slovakia, who each broke 
barriers in their time, to the former President of the German Bundestag, German Ministry of Justice, 
Portuguese General Prosecutor, Vice-President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe from 
Albania, Prominent women's rights activist from five continents, high ranking dignitaries from Middle Eastern 
and North African countries, Former U.S. Homeland Security Advisor, Former White House Director of Public 
Liaison, Former presidential candidate from Colombia, Spanish Senators and Parliamentarians, Members of 
the Belgium, Italian, Finish and Romanian Parliaments, Members of the European Parliament and 
representatives of Iranian women’s associations. 
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The message of the conference was clear, Women’s power is the greatest challenger to Islamic 
fundamentalism, thus, to successfully combat the threat of Islamic fundamentalism we must further the 
cause of gender equality.  
 
In her speech, Mrs. Rajavi spoke extensively regarding the role of women in the fight against fundamentalism 
and stated, “In the past two centuries, our world has time and again reached new heights in large measures 
due to women’s equality movements; women’s landmark movement for suffrage, their efforts to obtain 
individual rights and freedoms, including the right to education, to property, to divorce, to inheritance, to 
equal pay, increasing participation quota of women in economic and political institutions, and their selfless 
struggle in the framework of liberation movements which have fought against dictatorship. 

 

 
 
Regrettably, however, the advancement of the ideal of equality has today come face-to-face with a 
formidable barrier, Islamic fundamentalism. While endangering the whole region and world through 
genocide, terrorism and discrimination, this phenomenon is most hostile towards women. For this reason, 
today, women’s plight in the Middle East is entirely entwined with insecurity, oppression, homelessness, 
murder and servitude.  
Far beyond the Middle East, fundamentalism is now threatening Europe and other regions across the globe.  
Nevertheless, I want to say that there is a way to defeat and overcome this destructive force and there is a 
solution: Women’s power is the greatest challenger to Islamic fundamentalism. 
In reality, the crux of the conflict is not between Islam and Christianity. Nor is it between Islam and the West, 
and nor between the Shia and the Sunni. The conflict is over freedom versus subjugation and dictatorship, 
between equality on the one hand and oppression and misogyny on the other. 
Indeed, why do more than all others, fundamentalists direct their vengeance and violence towards women?  
First, because their backward nature has rendered them misogynous. And second, during the 1979 revolution 
in Iran as well as in social movements in other Middle East countries, the fundamentalist were challenged and 
are being challenged today with an immense yearning for freedom and equality, which pivots around 
women’s emancipation.  
For this reason, misogyny lies at the core fundamentalist mindset, which by suppressing women oppresses 
and intimidates society as a whole.” 
 
Throughout this conference prominent figures touched upon the importance of women in the fight against 
fundamentalism as the global threat we are facing today.  
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Ranjana Kumari, a prominent women’s rights activist from India stated, “The gathering in Berlin is unique as it 
is held to discuss one of the most serious challenges of the world that we are facing today that is Islamic 
fundamentalism. It also coincides with International Women's Day which makes it even more important as 
misogyny is in the center of Islamic fundamentalism. 
 We are here to support the message of tolerance and equality and against extremism and fundamentalism. 
The message can be best advanced in no better occasion than the International Women's Day as women are 
the prime victims of intolerance and the fundamentalist groups and they remain the source of tolerance in 
today's world. 
 Women suffer the most whether in internal arms conflict, whether it is war, whether it is violence at home. 
No one doubts that the roots of Islamic fundamentalism go back to when the Iranian regime came to power in 
1979 but today we have the opportunity to come to this gathering and tell the women of Iran and those brave 
women in Camp Liberty that you are not alone. We are here to stand with Mrs. Rajavi in the idea of building a 
global front of women against fundamentalism and extremism. The regime has no respect for women and the 
main target and victims are women but tonight we are here to send a strong message that Iran will be freed 
in the hands of these very courageous women under the leadership of Mrs. Rajavi.” 
 
During her address to the international gathering, Kim Campbell, Former Prime Minister of Canada stated, 
“one of the key indicators of democratic progress is an improvement in the status of women, you cannot have 
a functioning democracy if women are not free, if women do not have equal status, if women are not 
protected.”  
 
Pointing to the historic strides women have been able to make in the last few decades, Former Prime 
Minister of Slovakia stated, “My grandmother had no human rights at all; no right to vote, no political rights, 
no civil rights, nothing. She was subhuman and survived during the Second World War. 
 My mother faced a totalitarian regime and I was the first Prime Minister of the Democratic Slovak Republic. 
 My daughter is facing freedom, peace, democracy and human rights and I am proud. Thus I am here to say 
thank you for what you are doing, I am here to support you and help you. ” 
 
Prof. Dr. Suessmuth added, “We must increase our commitment rather than asking ourselves whether this is 
the right thing to do, what we are doing here now. It's more than seeking the opportunity. It is the tenet of the 
day, it is about responsibility, and whoever remains silent becomes also responsible for the injustice that is 
going on.  
We are responsible not only for women's rights but for human rights of all human beings around the world 
who are endangered and it is exactly this situation in the history of the world that brings it home to us. We 
must deploy our commitment to fighting injustice in Camp Liberty, in the Middle East and especially in Iran.” 
 
Adding to Dr. Suessmuth’s message on the importance of supporting the women in Camp Liberty in the fight 
against Islamic fundamentalism Sabine Leutheusser-Schnarrenberger, Former Minister of Justice from 
Germany stated, “Tomorrow we will have women's day. 34 years ago the UN brought about the CEDAW 
agreement and in many parts of this world but especially in Iran these normal rights do not apply. The mullahs 
are saying this is anti-religious, this doesn't fit Islam and that is why women have no rights. This is perverting 
Islam and they try to take Islam to justify it. This is why it's so important to support the NCRI together with 
you Mrs. Rajavi. This is the opposite role model against this dictatorship at the instance an old fashioned view 
about women and that is why we support you.”  
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She added, “I think this conference has sent a very important signal to us, to the world, to the Europeans, also 
to the Americans, we have to receive the residents of Camp Liberty not just to break down defenses, we all 
have to take them in, we have to offer them a safe haven, we have to offer them a safe homeland.” 
 
Joining in on this key point Valentina Leskaj, Vice President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe from Albania, stated “I think it's time to show solidarity by concrete actions. Believe me, my country is 
a small country but as it was said today more than 450 people from Camp Liberty are in my country and 
believe me these women and men are a model and they live in harmony with the community of my country. I 
wish other countries can do the same. 
Women are those who suffer more from the Islamic fundamentalist. We all today speak about women's rights 
and I remember 20 years before when Hilary Clinton said that human rights are women's rights and women's 
rights are human rights. Few people believed and today everybody believes it.” 
 
As we enter a new year in the struggle for women’s rights around the world, we must remember it is the 
force and power of women which can and must rise to the occasion. It is the voice of women, the cries of 
protest by and unity among women that can and must stop these atrocities from continuing. 
Because of this historic responsibility, changing the status quo is our duty and commitment and we must all 
work together to realize it. Whether it is women’s rights to equality in all spheres, or the right to choose one’s 
clothing, abolishing compulsory veiling, or equal participation in political leadership. Indeed, we must create 
a world based on justice, freedom and equality. The creation of such a world by women is certainly possible. 
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Systematic violations of the right to life 
Executions, arbitrary killings, deaths in custody, and death sentences 

 
On March 7, on the eve of International Women’s day, twelve prisoners were executed in Ghezel Hesar 
prison, including two female prisoners, who were transferred from Gharchak prison for execution. There is no 
information about the identities of these women and their execution was not announced in state-run media. 
Simultaneously ruthless executions carried out by the mullahs’ regime continued despite the Persian New 
Year. 
 

Inhumane treatment and cruel punishments 
Amputation, flogging, torture and humiliation 

 
Authorities at Khaje Nasir Toosi University have disapproved the qualifications of a Physics professor, saying 
his voice is too “feminine”.  The authorities stated professor Aksiri-Fard lacks the ability to teach due to the 
tone of his voice, despite being considered a physics genius and holding a PhD in bosons and subatomic 
particles.  

 
Arbitrary arrests 

 
A young woman was violently attacked and arrested by State Security Forces in Tehran’s Farahzahd Street on 
charges of improper head cover in the second week of March. The video footage taken by a passenger, shows 
how the woman was chased and violently attacked by male security forces. There is no information on the 
whereabouts of this young woman.  



 

   http://women.ncr-iran.org    NCRIWomen’sCommittee    @NCRI_Women_Comm 

March 2015 

As the mullahs’ so-called security forces continue their night raids on people’s homes under the pretext of 
abiding by hijab regulations and to prevent men and women from mixing, 14 
women and 6 men were arrested recently at a party in Khorasan Province. 
Charges have been filed against all these individuals. (State-run Khorasan daily – 
March 1, 2015) 
In recent months the Iranian regime has staged a wide crackdown on female 
artists in Iran. In the most recent case, Tehran security police filed a complaint 
against Mahdiye Mohammad Khani for preparing and posting footages of herself 
while singing solo. 

 
Prison 

Prison conditions 
In efforts to break the will power of political prisoners the Iranian 
regime bans medical aid to these prisoners. Political prisoner, Reyhaneh 
Haj Ibrahim, a relative of PMOI members, currently held in Evin Prison, 
has been suffering from severe back and leg pain for some time. She is 
also experiencing excruciating pains from internal bleeding of the 
bladder. Agents of the Ministry of Intelligence continue to deprive her 
of medical care.  

Children’s rights activist Atena Faraghdani who ended her 21 day of hunger strike on 
March 2, 2015 after an official ruling calling for her transfer to Evin Prison, was transferred 
to this prison on 8 March. 
She was transferred to ward 2-A of Evin Prison after regaining some of her health following 
21 days of hunger strike. Authorities have currently transferred her to the Revolutionary 
Guards’ intelligence ward where she is under extreme security control. These conditions 
have raised new concerns about the status of this prisoner.  
In recent months a number of former political prisoners detained in the notorious 

women’s jail of Gharchak Varamin have made startling revelations about the conditions in this prison.  
Gharchak Varamin Prison is actually a deserted henhouse 
consisting of 10 warehouses which has been transformed into a 
women’s detention center after 2011. 
The number of prisoners in warehouse number 4 is around 270 
individuals, while there are only 90 beds. There is no room for 
prisoners to sit or eat a meal.  
Hall number 1 is allocated for death row prisoners currently 
numbering at 63. Death row prisoners must consume a medicine 
that is usually used for dogs. Due to the side effects of the 
medication they are usually very tired, inactive and drowsy most 
of the time. This hall is known as the ‘Hall of the dead’. 

All prisoners are deprived of any heating or cooling facilities. The prison has no running water. The water is 
very salty and bitter and 90% of the prisoners are forced to drink this water as they are financially unable to 
purchase any bottled water. 
There is no hot water most of the day. All the halls have a total of twelve bathrooms that are filthy and low 
on hygiene. 
All prisoners are cut off from the outside world. Families are not allowed to provide clothing for prisoners, 
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while AIDS and Hepatitis is running rampant amongst the prisoners. Various types of narcotics are very 
abundant and easily obtainable. Prisoners are searched very rigorously on their entrance into the prison and 
directly taken to the quarantine section for four nights. 
Elham Ferdowsi, an economy college student, has spent two years in Gharchak Varamin 
Prison.  She says, “I was in the quarantine section for three days. Only one day after being 
taken to hall 3. I was then transferred to solitary confinement. There was a horrifying stench 
there, everywhere was dirty. Three rooms with cement floors, without any restrooms, and 
even blankets weren’t provided. I thought they had painted the hallway, but I found out later 
that it was blood. It was horrifying. I remained in solitary confinement for 24 days, without 
being able to shower even once.” 

Maryam Rabie, who is now in prison for 17 years, says, “I don’t know what I 
should name this place, a dungeon? Wreckage? Stable? Henhouse? This is not a place for 
human beings, it is hell… 
I was 18 and I had been married for a year. I was arrested along with my husband on 
charges of possessing antiques. Five years later my husband died in a car accident while on 
leave from prison. During the four years I’ve been here I don’t remember eating even 10 
grams of meat or a spoon of rice without bugs in it! Or even eggs or some fresh tea!  

The floor of the restrooms is always covered with a few millimeters of water coming from the toilets and sinks, 
and all the sandals are torn. 
Lice is rampant here, and since there is no medicine, the women must shave their heads. 
Simin is sitting before me. She is 43 years old and has six children.  She has been in prison for the past 14 
years. Her eyes are red and puffed from crying so much. Last night she was yelling and crying, saying, “I want 
some bread and butter!!!”…  

 
Basic freedom and rights abused 

 
Women in Iran are even deprived of holding 
gatherings to mark International Women’s Day. 
Women’s rights activists prepared two different 
rallies to commemorate Women’s Day. As a 
result of the misogynist mullahs’ stonewalling, 
both events were cancelled. On March 8 a 
number of women who refused to give in to the 
Women’s Day crackdown, gathered in different 

public places. They used busses, metro stations, and walked in various streets leading to Tehran University, 
cinemas and other places, congratulating others and distributed sweets on this day.  

In a so-called ‘moral’ class, Mullah Zia Abadi said, “Women’s main responsibility is 
to care for their husbands and nurture children. She must be a relaxing wife for 
her husband and by carrying out the chores of the house, she must provide for his 
physical rest and his happiness. Not only are women not needed for other jobs, in 
fact once women distance themselves from such roles and centers, the work gets 
done much better and more completely! An employed woman, especially those 
entering the ‘political’ and ‘social’ spectrum, can neither be a decent wife for her 

husband, nor a competent mother for her children.”  
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It is such filthy viewpoints that distance innocent young girls from any human and social characteristics, 
before they come to understanding anything about life.  

As a result of the Iranian regime’s misogynist laws in support of child brides and 
with the decrease of the marital age for girls supported and ratified by the 
Iranian regime, in two villages a few kilometers from Mashhad (northeast), it is 
becoming a norm to wed girls at the young age of 12 or 13. In some cases, 
beautiful girls are engaged at the age of even 10 and become mothers at the age 
of 10.  
One of the women in this village is 36-years-old but her face is already filled with 
wrinkles. “Here no one accepts a girl over the age of 15. They say if a girl goes to 
school they won’t be any good for marriage. Men don’t like their wives being 
smarter than them,” she said. 

 “Our hair goes white at the age of 14 or 15. Here they don’t ask girls about their opinion on the marriage. 
When the father answers yes, it’s all done,” another girl said. 
Families with sons get small girls into their own custody so she grows up to behave the way the husband’s 
family wants. In the marriage certificate, there is no word of the woman’s right to divorce, housing, 
employment and education,” she added.  
 
Ali Bagherzadeh, deputy Minister of Education and head of the mullahs’ Literacy Campaign Organization said, 
“30% of women in the country are illiterate.”  

Women must also pay the price for their husband’s activities. 
Shiva Dadashzadeh, the wife of political prisoner Ali Rezaie, was fired from work at 
Payame Nour University for carrying out interviews with the media about her 
husband’s conditions.  
 
 

Religious and ethnic minorities  
 

Crackdown and arrest of religious minorities is in the nature of the religious 
dictatorship ruling Iran.  
In early March, agents of the Intelligence Ministry raided the home of a 
Baha’i citizen in Yazd and arrested Ms. Faezeh Bagheri and her father Naser 
Bagheri.  
In another event, a Baha’i couple by the names of Iman and Shabnam 
Rashidi, were arrested and transferred to Yazd Central Prison on March 18, 
2015 to serve their time in prison. 

 
Discrimination against women 

 
The regime’s attempts to segregate men and women in colleges and not allowing women to enter sports  
stadiums has become so repulsive that FIFA was forced to intervene. 
In an interview with FIFA weekly magazine during the FIFA presidency elections, FIFA President Sepp Blatter 
criticized gender segregation in football and called on officials of the Iranian regime to “open stadiums to 
women”.  
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Women protests 

 
In the last days of February, teachers in Tehran and 20 other cities staged protests demanding an end to 
discrimination, objecting to the minimum pay being equivalent to the line of poverty, annual increase in 
salary equaling the increasing inflation rate, and demands to be insured. 
The protests became widespread on 1 March and teachers in their rallies raised signs reading, “No to prison, 
no to threats, no to expulsion! imprisoned teachers must be freed!”, “Teachers’ security must be guaranteed”, 
“Unions are our right”, “Housing and a decent life are our rights”, “We demand salaries higher than poverty 
line”, “Teachers are aware, we oppose discrimination”, “We demand equal quality education”, “We demand 
modern education based on society’s needs”. 
The mullahs attempted to create a climate of fear by dispatching plainclothes agents and motorcyclists in 
large numbers to all the cities.  
 

Families of political prisoners are another group 
of women who challenge the regime’s climate of 
fear and terror anywhere possible, despite all the 
pressures imposed by the regime. 
Six Sunni Kurds were hanged in Gohardasht 
Prison in Karaj, west of Tehran at 4 am on March 
4, 2015.  The families gathered outside the 
facility. 
Narges Mohammadi, a human rights activist 
joined the protesting families comforting the 

daughter of one of the men who was executed.  She wrote, “This 5-year-old girl has  
come a long way to save her father’s life. It is 12 am and she is terrified of losing her 
father. She is shivering in the cold and is looking at the prison walls in utter shock and disbelief. The elderly 
mother and father, along with the rest of the families of these six prisoners are all sitting in this winter cold 
night, crying and weeping for their loved ones.” 
Mahna Ahmadi, had drawn a picture of her father hanging from the noose while her mother and her are 
standing and watching the horrible scene.  
The families were warned they should not hold memorial services for their children. On the way back to 
Sanadai, the house where the six families stayed overnight was raided by security forces who threw the 
families out and told them to head back to their cities immediately. In Tehran, the activists who had joined 
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the families were beaten and arrested overnight.  
 
Pariya, the daughter of a political prisoner, Saleh Kohandel, 
wrote a letter to her father discribing the times she was 
lonely because of her father’s imprisonment. The coming 
Persian New Year (March 20th), will mark the 9th New Years 
that this girl has been separated from her father. 
Dad, spring is! ... A meaningless spring that awakens once 
every year!   A repeating spring, only seen in some repeated 
flowers and forgotten customs!... 
Dad, spring is near… a spring of loneliness…!” 
 
Families of political prisoners welcomed Nowruz, the Iranian New Year, outside prisons where their loved 
ones are detained. This image shows the family of Atena Faraghdani outside Evin Prison 
The second image shows Hakimeh Shekari’s family who laid their traditional Nowruz ceremony on the 
grounds outside Qarchak Varamin Prison and welcomed the New Year in the name of their daughter.  
 
 


